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For some JMU students their college town fits
its reputation of the perfect mountain getaway.
Hiking and skiing trails crisscross the mountains,
quaint restaurants are scattered around downtown
and chain-store America surfaces just enough to
keep the city kids sane. But there is a dark side to
this beatific haven that most students don’t realize.
“[Harrisonburg has] every gang — Crip and
Blood — that’s found in New York City or D.C,”
said Lt. Kurt Boshart, the division commander of
criminal investigations for the Harrisonburg Police
Department. He said these gangs bring with them
threats of assaults and burglaries to students.
“You wouldn’t think that here in Harrisonburg
and Rockingham County we would have that,”
Boshart said.
According to Boshart, Harrisonburg ranked
third in the state of Virginia for charges related to
gang activity. The statistics were released in April
2008, and Boshart said the police station was surprised.
The ranking also caught students off guard.
Many come from larger cities and found it hard to
believe that Harrisonburg has the same dangers.
Sophomore Julius Graves, from Greensboro,
N.C., said, “I’ve never seen gangs around, I’m
shocked.”
Boshart said that the officers around off-campus
housing contribute to crime prevention because
their presence eliminates the opportunity to commit crime.
To combat the threat of gang violence, the HPD
created CHARGE (Combined Harrisonburg and
Rockingham Gang Enforcement) Gang Task Force
five years ago. Boshart said that officers who had
undergone gang training elsewhere came back to
Harrisonburg and began recognizing graffiti and
other signs that signal gang presence.
HPD said that gangs have been seen hanging
around off-campus housing, and as recently as this
August, there has been at least one gang-related assault on a student.
“We have had cases in the past where students
were actually leaving a party and were jumped by
about four of five gang members,” Boshart said.
In August, out-of-town female gang members
assaulted a female JMU student, according to Sgt.
Chris Rush, supervisor of the Gang Task Force. He
said that the victim was not hospitalized, and added
that a similar incident occurred with males before
last spring’s JMU graduation.
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”

— Lt. Kurt Boshart, HPD

See GANGS, page 4
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Gang symbols have been tagged on local buildings, like the Roses Store on Mason Street, and other surfaces, like a garbage bin at Madison
Manor Apartments (inset). Harrisonburg ranked third in the state for charges related to gang activity, according to Harrisonburg Police.

Stadium Smash-Up

Still Time to Vote
Absentee, Locally
City registrar sets
facts straight
By KATIE THISDELL
The Breeze

JESSICA DODDS/The Breeze

The Veteran Memorial Stadium is being demolished to make room for a brand new field. The
demolition started at noon Monday and will continue throughout the week.

College may be your home for eight
months of the year, but can you vote there?
Students across Virginia are asking
this question after facing concerns from
peers and local registrar offices.
With the surge of interest, Harrisonburg City Registrar Debbie Logan said
more than 100 students have called her
with questions about their voting rights.
“Half [of the phone calls] were asking
me if their absentee ballot would count,”
Logan said. “We’ve tried to tell the people
who are running registration drives to
make sure kids are clear on things, but
unfortunately, they’re not giving them

complete information.”
Despite rumors, voting with a Harrisonburg address should not affect any
other aspects of a student’s life, and all absentee ballots are counted.
With Virginia becoming a battleground
state this year, Democrats and Republicans
are fighting for the state’s 13 electoral votes.
This has been a significant factor toward
increasing student registration.
The Student Government Association
wants to register as many students as possible, according to legislative action chair
Caitlin Briska. Students had filled out
more than 700 registration forms and absentee ballots as of Monday. Can we get an
updated number?
“We think it’s really important
for students to be engaged in the political process,” said Briska, a senior
See VOTING, page 5

Decal Theft
A Sticky
Situation
Stolen parking passes
an annual problem
By ASHTON SMITH
The Breeze

Parking decals can cost students more
than $200, but they can be even more of a
headache.
Six JMU parking permits have been reported stolen since school began this fall.
Parking Services said it’s a normal amount
for the time period considering 46 permits
were stolen from July 2007 through June
2008.
“Given the small number of permits
that are reported stolen each academic year,
Parking Services does not perceive stolen
permits to be a significant issue at this time,”
Tara Armentrout, director of Parking Services, said. “However, we certainly recognize
that it can be a stressful experience for those
few students who do have their permits stolen each year.”
Armentrout said after each theft that has
been reported this year as well as other years,
the police have been effective in catching
those people.
If a student is caught, they face misdemeanor charges.
“There are a couple of things involved
here,” University spokesman Don Egle said.
“One is there has been two types of charges
made, either misdemeanor larceny or possession of stolen property.”
Sentencing for the alleged theft is based
on which charge it is.
“Each would be classified as a misdemeanor, but in terms of what punishment is
actually given, it is based on what the courts
decide,” Egle said.
However, most cases were brought to
Parking Services’ attention because the students whose sticker was stolen got a ticket
for not having a sticker.
“It appears that five out of the six students
who reported their permits stolen did so because they had received a parking citation
for the ‘Failing to display permit’ violation,”
Armentrout said. “It seems in almost every
case that receiving the ‘Failing to display
permit’ citation actually prompted them to
report their permit stolen. In each instance
the violation was a warning and carried no
fine.”
The most common case is that students
attach the sticker to the outside of their
car, along the rear bumper or back window. The stickers can be peeled off, which
is why Armentrout said Parking Services
See DECALS, page 5
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CORRECTIONS
In the Monday, Sept. 22 print and online issues of The Breeze, the article “Former Student Convicted for Making Fake IDs” on
page 3 incorrectly stated that Hong was sentenced for possession of marijuana. In fact, the trial for the marijuana charge is set
for a September 2009 hearing. Hong plead guilty to 10 counts of making fake IDs.
In the Monday, Sept. 22 Apartment Guide supplement, the picture labeled as Copper Beech on page 3 was actually Ashby
Crossing. On page 7, the utilities that were said to be included in Pheasant Run’s monthly rent were incorrect. No utlities are
included in the price.
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World/National News

Democrats Lead in VA Senate Race
The Washington Post
WASHINGTON — Former Virginia Gov.
James S. Gilmore III (R) has not gained
any traction for his U.S. Senate campaign
against Democrat Mark R. Warner during
the past year, adding to Democratic hopes
that the party will have two Virginia senators next year for the first time since 1970,
according to a new Washington Post-ABC
News poll.
Warner, also a former governor, leads
Gilmore among likely voters by 61 percent
to 31 percent. Warner's 30-point advantage
is nearly identical to the margin he held
over Gilmore in a Washington Post poll in
October, a month before the Republican
formally entered the race.
Warner's advantage rests on the six in
10 voters who believe his views on most issues are ideologically aligned with theirs.
Far fewer feel that way about Gilmore.
About four in 10 think Gilmore's positions
are about right, while 31 percent said they
are too conservative. One in five said Warner's views are too liberal.
A year ago, many analysts predicted
that the campaign to replace retiring Sen.
John W. Warner (R) would be one of the
most hard-fought Senate races in the country this year.
But Rep. Tom Davis, R-Va., decided not
to run, and Gilmore nearly lost the nomination to a little-known state legislator,
Del. Robert G. Marshall, R-Prince William.
And the GOP has struggled to put together
a well-financed effort against Warner, who
left office in 2006 with record-high approval ratings.
The poll, conducted Sept. 18 through
Sunday, shows that Warner has a lead in every region of the state with six weeks left in
the campaign.
Warner is ahead by nearly 40 points in
Northern Virginia and Hampton Roads
and has a 30-point lead in central Virginia,

which includes Richmond and its suburbs,
Gilmore's home political base. Warner also
holds a four-point edge in the rural western
part of the state, which is heavily Republican.
Warner has support from 97 percent
of the voters who identified themselves
as Democrats and near-universal support
from African Americans (94 percent) and
liberals (89 percent).
Gilmore is strong among white evangelical Protestants, who back him 58 percent
to 42 percent. In addition, 69 percent of Republicans say they will support Gilmore.
Gilmore, who was governor from 1998
to 2002, is trying to counteract Warner's efforts to reach out to Republicans by linking
himself to GOP presidential nominee John
McCain. The strategy assumes that the Arizona senator will win Virginia and most of
his supporters will vote the party line on
Election Day.
But Gilmore is taking a risk, because
McCain remains locked in a close contest
with Democratic nominee Barack Obama
in Virginia. In the poll, Obama holds a
three-point edge over McCain among likely voters, reinforcing Virginia's status as a
battleground state that could tip the election.
Compounding Gilmore's challenge,
a quarter of McCain supporters in Virginia said they plan to vote for Warner,
compared with just 2 percent of Obama
supporters who said they would back
Gilmore. About four in 10 of those who
would split their ticket to support McCain
and Warner said Gilmore is too conservative for them.
Warner is demonstrating unusual
strength for a statewide Democratic candidate among several key groups that often
decide elections in Virginia. Independents
favor Warner by better than 2-1, and he is
drawing support from two-thirds of voters
who say they are moderate. Warner holds
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a 14-point lead among white voters, a demographic that often sides with the GOP in
statewide races.
Dan Bailey, 25, a contractor from Newport News, said he plans to support McCain
and Warner.
"What really makes a difference to me
is fiscal responsibility, and I find that John
McCain is far more fiscally responsible than
Barack Obama," Bailey said. "As far as the
Senate race, I find that Gilmore had a chance
with the state funds, and they just didn't do
it right, while Mark Warner did a fantastic
job balancing the budget."
Bailey's comments reflect how Virginia's
Senate race has largely centered on the candidates' records as governor, instead of the
federal issues each would face in Washington.
Warner, who has a multimillion-dollar
campaign advertising budget, has contended that Gilmore nearly bankrupt the
state by trying to repeal the car tax. Warner,
who succeeded Gilmore, said he inherited a
$6 billion budget shortfall that forced him
to slash state spending and push through a
$1.4 billion tax increase in 2004.
Gilmore counters that the state budget
was in balance when he left office, noting
that the state constitution does not allow for
deficit spending.
Warner's message, however, appears
to be resonating to a greater extent than
Gilmore's. Among voters who lived in Virginia during both administrations, twothirds say they are supporting the Democrat
in the race.
This Washington Post-ABC News poll
was conducted Sept. 18-21 among a random sample of 1,001 Virginia adults, including 857 registered voters and 698 likely
voters. Results from the full poll and among
registered voters have a margin of sampling
error of plus or minus 3 percentage points.
Among likely voters, the margin of error is
four points.
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SGA Helps
JMU Voter
Confusion
By MEGAN WILLIAMS
The Breeze

See SGA, page 4

S

I

Confusion about local voting has left many scratching
their heads. So, SGA invited
the general registrar to the city
of Harrisonburg Dorothy Logan to help bring clarification
so the representatives can get
the word out to students.
Logan spoke at the Student Government Association
meeting Tuesday about the
proper way to register voters.
“There’s a chance that Virginia could be the swing vote,”
Logan said about the upcoming presidential election. “So
we’re under the microscope.”
Logan addressed the pros
and cons of students changing
their permanent addresses to
Harrisonburg and not claiming their hometown.
“By law if you feel that Harrisonburg is your permanent
address, then great,” Logan
said. “But having your address
here means a lot more than
just voting here.”
If a student registers to vote
in Harrisonburg they legally
have to change the address
on his or her driver’s license
within 60 days, they can also
receive jury duty in Harrisonburg and can not vote in local
elections in their hometown.
“We had a girl who registered to vote in Harrisonburg
and her father is running for
mayor [in her hometown],”
Logan said. “She can’t even
vote for her dad in her hometown.”
While Logan said she
doesn’t want to discourage
voters from registering in Harrisonburg, she does want them
to consider all their options
before making that decision.
Voting via absentee ballot was one of the alternatives
proposed by Logan. She also
mentioned that between now
and the election, a student registered in Virginia can go to
his or her hometown to vote at
the local registrar’s office. The
last two weekends before the
election, all Virginia registrar’s
offices will be open on Saturdays for voters.
At the meeting the senate
passed two amendments to
the constitution involving the
finance committee and contingency funds. The amendments
will become part of the constitution if Mark Warner, the vice
president of student affairs,
signs them.
Warner
oversees
the
amendments because it says in
SGA’s constitution that he has
to sign off on the amendments
for them to go into effect.
“We’re just trying to follow
the constitution as close as we
can,” said Tommy Bluestein,
the speaker of the senate.
The first amendment will
alter the amount of money
groups that are not front end
budget organizations will receive. Instead of the $3,000 cap
organizations are allowed to
request, they will now be able
to ask for eight percent of the
total contingency fund. The
argument for this amendment
was based on the need to make
the constitution a living document and to avoid having to
change the amount of money
allocated each year depending
on the size of the contingency
pot.
“In the past, most groups
requested eight percent, about
$2,000,” Mallory Micetich,
contingency liaison.
The second amendment will
give more power to the finance
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Elevating Environmental
Education and Awareness
By KATIE THISDELL
The Breeze

The JMU community might have
the whole world in its hands. Since
the natural world is intertwined with
our health, economy and cultures,
many believe we need to be careful
and thoughtful with the Earth’s future.
That’s the idea behind the new Institute for Stewardship of the Natural
World. Formed following the recommendations of a 2007 presidential
commission, the ISNW will guide
environmental issues and concerns at
James Madison University.
Executive Director Christie-Joy
Brodrick Hartman will lead the Institute. She has an environmental
background and was previously an
associate professor in the college of
Integrated Science and Technology
and co-director of the Alternative
Fuels Program.
“There is a tremendous amount
of activity here on campus and I continue to learn about new things that I
didn’t know about,” Hartman said.
The ISNW will be an organizing
body to coordinate and facilitate the
university’s environmental efforts.
Five committees will be formed to
examine awareness, education and
research, operations, campus accessibility, and policies and practices.
Hartman said these groups will then
establish benchmarks for areas to
improve. The ISNW will not have
concrete goals until its formation is
complete.
Over the past several years, stu-

dents have grown active in advocating “green” lifestyles. With support
from various committees across campus, the ISNW will now help guide
these actions.
“One of the important aspects of
this effort will be to differentiate hype
from lasting change,” Hartman said.
“One of the challenges is determining
the right thing to do. People want to
do the right thing and I believe that
all the efforts here have been sincere.
The challenge is distinguishing doing
the thing that has the greatest legitimate value.”
Departments across campus have
been conducting research and adapting environmentally friendly policies
for years. For example, CISAT has
studied renewable energy while the
College of Sciences and Mathematics has conducted research about
the climate. The College of Business
also offers a sustainable business certificate. At JMU, students can choose
from four minors that relate to the
environment, not counting concentrations or majors. Other efforts toward sustainability include the Office
of International Programs’ compost
bins.
“In no way should the institute be
perceived as starting this research,”
Hartman said. “What we are doing
is organizing a significant movement
that has already happened and been
happening for awhile.”
Hartman wants the ISNW to recognize and give credit to groups that
are working toward sustainability and
stewardship.

With committee members representing diverse academic standpoints,
she believes these partnerships will
be key to environmental success.
“There’s a role for everyone,”
Hartman said. “This is a lifestyle in
education and awareness problem, as
well as a scientific problem.”
Though the ISNW has looked toward similar efforts at other universities, Hartman said she wants JMU
to be a leader in the movement. This
could open up endless opportunities
for learning and enacting change.
“I think there’s a balance between
understanding best practices at other
places and trying innovative and new
things,” she said. “We want to be a
leader not just in the university spectrum, but in our commitment to the
community as well. There are lots of
opportunities.”
The Institute was formed following the 2007 President’s Commission
on Environmental Stewardship and
Sustainability, co-chaired by Maria
Papadakis, professor of integrated
science and technology, and Towana
Moore, associate vice president for
business services. Organized by JMU
President Linwood Rose, the commission included professors, faculty
and staff, students and representatives from Harrisonburg.
One influential factor for the
ISNW was Rose’s signature on the
American College and University
Presidents Climate Commitment.
Another was the membership in the
Association of Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education.

Obama’s National Security Adviser Speaks

STEFAN WISNOSKI/contributing photographer

Richard Clarke, a former counter-terrorism adviser to the Clinton and Bush administrations, spoke Sunday
at Court Square Theatre. He defended Sen. Barack Obama’s stances on national security issues in comparison to Sen. John McCain’s.
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Buy-Out
or Bust
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — To hear Henry M. Paulson Jr. and Ben S. Bernanke tell it, there is only one plan
to save the economy — use $700
billion in taxpayer money to take
the worst of Wall Street’s assets off
its books.
But leading economists and
financial thinkers argue that
there are a host of alternatives
that would reduce taxpayers’ liabilities and perhaps more effectively address the urgent crisis
in financial markets. Although
these experts concede that the
clock is ticking, they say different
approaches have been dismissed
too quickly.
While the government’s plan
is built around buying troubled
assets, other options offer sharply
different visions.
One approach seeks to reduce
taxpayers’ liability by offering
collateral-backed loans to troubled banks, leaving them to work
out their own solutions. Another
idea is to have the government
set up a profit-driven investment
fund with the aim of infusing
the financial system with cash
without taking on bad debt. Still
others suggest radically different
tactics of directly helping homeowners by reducing mortgage
principal or bolstering banks by
suspending capital gains taxes.
The administration has said
it is willing to negotiate key parts
of its plan — including a possible
concession allowing the government to take equity stakes in
financial firms in exchange for
bailing them out — but senior officials stand by the fundamental
approach they have adopted to
solve the crisis.
“They presented this as a
comprehensive, decisive solution,
but it’s clearly not comprehensive
and probably not decisive,” said
Simon Johnson, a former chief
economist at the International
Monetary Fund and a professor at Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.
The cost of a mistake could
be huge. It could result in a catastrophic collapse of the U.S. financial system that could ripple
across the world or in a staggering clean-up bill for taxpayers. At
the core of the debate is whether
Paulson, the former chief executive
of Goldman Sachs now charged
with rescuing Wall Street as Treasury secretary, and Bernanke, the
Federal Reserve chairman and one
of the leading academics on financial crises, are serving up the best
possible recipe for purging the U.S.
financial system of billions of dollars worth of distressed mortgagerelated debt.
Under the administration’s
rescue plan, the Treasury secretary would have broad discretion
to buy up to $700 billion worth
of troubled mortgage-backed assets and other securities that Wall
Street firms have been struggling
to sell. Administration officials
hope that once those assets are
cleansed, money will flow freely
through the financial system once
again and that the government
can hold onto the securities until
they recover some of their value.
In testimony on Capitol Hill
Tuesday, Bernanke and Paulson
explained that they formulated
their plan after considering past
crises, from the U.S. savings-andloan bailouts of the 1980s to the
bursting of Japan’s economic bubble a few years later. But they ultimately decided that the response
to the current crisis needed to be a
fast and massive fix.
“The situation we have now is
unique and new,” Bernanke said.
He later continued, “The firms we’re
dealing with now are not necessarily failing, but they are contracting.
They are de-leveraging. They’re
pulling back. And they will be unwilling to make credit available as
long as these market conditions are
in the condition they are.”
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GANGS: Open-door Parties Easy Access to Belongings, Danger
Gangs, from front

Such incidents have occurred throughout the
past two years.
Boshart also said that there have been off-campus break-ins, but whether or not they were gangrelated is still under investigation.
Both HPD spokesmen said that there are a number of measures that students don’t follow that
could prevent them from becoming a target. Most
measures, they said, were “common sense.” Boshart
cited “the old cliché about talking to strangers,” not
walking alone or in dark areas, and especially locking your door, even during the day.
“There’s a false sense of security a lot of times in
these apartment complexes because you think everyone there is a student, and that’s not necessarily
the case,” Boshart said.
JMU students also court danger by hosting or
attending open-door parties.
Sophomore Lily Assgari has played host to parties in the past, but said, “my parties have been invite only,” because of theft and general safety concerns.

According to Boshart, there is a “Triangle of
Crime Prevention” that is composed of the opportunity, the desire and the ability of the criminal to
commit the crime. He said that if any of these are
missing, the crime cannot be carried out.
“Opportunity is going to be one of the big ones,”
he said. “And that’s what we talk about with opendoor parties as well, everybody and anybody is
walking in and out of your apartment, you’re kind
of setting yourself up to be a victim.”
Educating students about gang activity through
on-campus seminars is another way HPD is trying
to protect the community. Some students, like junior
Chelsea Norman, remember related events from her
freshman year. Norman said that if such an event
occurred on campus now, she would go again.
Gang incidents seem to be confined to off-campus locations.
University spokesman Don Egle has been with
JMU for two years and said he hadn’t seen anything
on-campus since he had been here.
“Often times you find the gangs come in from

out of the area, they come from other cities, and
they kind of weave in and out of some of these different [weekend] get-togethers and parties along
Port Republic,” Egle said. “It’s really not so much
on campus.”
JMU Police declined to comment.
Boshart said that the police do not expect students to drastically change their lifestyles, but they
do expect all citizens, including students, to be sensible and have an “element of responsibility for their
own safety.”
“[Gang incidents] don’t happen all the time,”
Boshart said. “It’s not a weekly occurrence. I
wouldn’t even say it’s a monthly occurrence, but it
does occur.”
According to Boshart the numbers can be deceiving. He said that because the ranking is based
on gang charges, it shows how active the Harrisonburg police and gang task force are.
To have HPD speak to your organization about
gang activity and safety, call Sgt. Chris Rush at
(540)-437-2643.

SGA: Passing
Amendments in
Progress
SGA, from page 3

committee when it comes to
the allocation of contigency
money. Now the senate will
have to overturn the recommendation of the finance committee by a two-thirds vote, as
opposed to in the past where
the recommendation of the finance committee has had no
bearing over the senate’s vote
on whether to allocate funds
or not.
The finance committee
also began introducing contingency bills to the senate,
although only one has been
passed. The others are under
consideration until the constitutional amendments pass.
Organizations that have requested money from the SGA
are Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, BluesTones a capella, Amnesty International, the Latin
Dance Club and Sigma Phi
Epsilon Fraternity. Alpha Kappa Delta Phi, the only AsianAmerican sorority on campus,
will receive $2,000 from the
SGA in the only contingency
bill to have passed.
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DECALS: Place Inside to Avoid Theft
Decals, from front

started designing the stickers differently.
“The current student parking decal is designed
to be adhered to either the inside or outside of the
window,” she said. “Many students have elected to
affix their parking permits to the outside of their
vehicle windows in order to avoid damage to rear
window defrosters or to make the permit more visible to enforcement officers due to dark window
tint.”
But Armentrout said that even though those
reasons are valid, it’s not worth the risk of having it
stolen. She recommends affixing the permit to the
inside of the vehicle’s rear window.
She said that even though putting the stick-

ers on the inside of the car will help decrease the
chances of theft, students still need to always lock
their cars.
However, if a student gets in this situation on
campus, he or she should report the crime to the
JMU police. After the officer fills out a report, the
student should bring it to Parking Services and receive a new sticker free of charge.
The same scenario follows for off-campus incidents.
If a student’s JMU parking permit is stolen offcampus, the student should immediately report it
to the police in the locality where it was stolen, according to Armentrout.

Number of Permits Stolen in the
Last Five Years
July 2007-June 2008......................46
2006-2007......................................46
2005-2006......................................14
2004-2005......................................26
2003-2004......................................24
Information from Parking Services

VOTING: Confusion Began After Inaccurate News Release
Voting, from front

international affairs major. “I’ve heard that both campaigns are doing
much to register voters, and most people are looking for change, and
both candidates offer that.”
Cause of the Confusion
The controversy began in Montgomery County when registrar
Randy Wertz issued an inaccurate news release on Aug. 25. It stated
that if Virginia Tech students voted with a Blacksburg address then
their tax dependency status, scholarships and car registrations
could be affected.
Wertz quickly acknowledged the error and said the language
used by the intern who wrote it was too strong. However, a second
statement using information straight from the state board of elections Web site still left room for confusion.
The site now has a page specifically for college students in Virginia who have questions about where and how to vote.
“College students in Virginia are treated the same as any other
applicant who registers to vote,” the site states. “The fact that an individual is a student is and should be treated as a ‘neutral factor.’”
One of the requirements for all Virginia voters is to submit a
residential address, which can be a dorm or college address, according to the Web site.
Security issues have also risen over how forms are filled out.
Briska said she has done research about the forms and her volunteers have complete instructions at their tables in Festival and on
the commons. Personal information is kept confidential by having
only a few members of her committee mail the forms.
Briska said the majority of forms SGA has mailed have been absentee ballots. However, stories have spread across campus saying
that absentee ballots don’t count, leading many students to register
in Harrisonburg. These rumors are false, though.
All absentee ballots do count as long as registrars receive them
by the deadline. Applications for these ballots are due by Oct. 28.
Choosing an Address
With two main residences throughout the year, it can be difficult for students to choose where to vote.
Kent Willis, executive director of the American Civil Liberties
Union of Virginia, described how students are in a unique position.
“Practically everyone else has a single home, knows where they
live and knows where their primary residence is,” Willis said. “Students invariably live in two places each year.”
Both political parties want eligible voters to register by Virginia’s

www.

Oct. 6 deadline. Ashton Brown, spokeswoman for JMU’s College
Republicans, hopes young people will vote in this critical election.
However, she understands how so many students are confused. As
a Delaware native, she has recently registered in Harrisonburg and
believes that now it’s in the hands of the state boards of elections.
“I feel like so many people have been stirring rumors and it’s
just adding to the confusion and making everything worse, because
everyone is just trying to do their duty as Americans and go out to
the polls to vote,” said Brown, a junior political science and political communication major. “But I feel like things are being made so
complicated that some people might become skeptical and might
not even register to vote because they don’t know if they’re eligible
or not.”
Debbie Logan said that a driver’s license should be a general
rule to follow to determine residency. She also said that according
to state law anyone that moves from one location to another must
change that address within 60 days.
First-time voters can submit other documents though, including photo identification and a government document verifying an
address, such as a utility bill or voter card. All voters must present
an acceptable form of identification.
“You present your driver’s license just to prove you are who you
say you are,” said Adam Zuckerman, JMU chapter co-coordinator
for the Students for Barack Obama. “We’re trying to explain the
best we can to the people we’re registering that the voter card that
they get in the mail is very important and they should bring that
with them when they go to vote, or a utility bill.”
Willis explained how the vaguely worded state law has led to
varied interpretations, which tend to confuse students.
“We’re talking about a nebulous state law that is interpreted
differently by different state registrars,” Willis said. “The reason this
issue has come up is because registrars have asked students where
their car is registered or what the address is on their driver’s license.
But there’s nothing in the state law saying that these need to be the
same place that you register to vote.”
Voting in Harrisonburg
Many students believe that voting in Harrisonburg on Nov. 4
will reduce hassle to the electoral process.
Zuckerman said the Students for Barack Obama plan to provide
transportation for students to their polling places, whether with a
shuttle or volunteer drivers.
“Rather than taking any chances with voting absentee, we’re encouraging people to be registered here so they can just go and vote

so they have that peace of mind that their vote counted,” said Zuckerman, a senior political science major. “They went in and physically did it and that’s just really important.”
Logan said that there is more to voting in Harrisonburg than
just choosing the next president at the polls.
“They are now considered a permanent resident of Harrisonburg,” Logan said. “They can now enjoy all the privileges of being a
resident of Harrisonburg, but they also have the responsibilities. As
long as they’re aware of that, they’re fine.”
Willis believes it may be these civic duties that worry registrars.
In Harrisonburg, the presidential candidates are not the only offices that will be on the ballot. Nine other seats are up for election,
including for the U.S. Senate, House of Representatives for the sixth
district, city treasurer and three seats for both city council and the
school board.
“In looking for something that is driving registrars [to confuse
students],” Willis said, “my only conclusion is that there is a fear
among registrars that too many college students will register to
vote and therefore will unduly affect local elections.”
Logan rejected that claim and said that registrars cannot tell
students where to vote, but guide them through the decision.
“No one is being denied to vote,” Logan said. “If a student wants
to register where they go to school, they have every right to.”
Sophomore Susie McCarthy planned to transfer her registration from her hometown of New Hope, Pa., to Harrisonburg. However, after thinking further about the implications she changed her
mind.
“I feel like I’m more attached back home and that my vote will
go through there,” said McCarthy, a media arts and design major.
“I think voting absentee will be a lot easier. It’s great that everyone
is trying to get students to vote, but when everything is so unclear
about residency it gets suspicious.”
Other students are already taking the steps toward learning
about the area’s politics though. Zuckerman said that the downtown Obama headquarters has information about other Democratic candidates running for local offices.
“We’re encouraging people to take the time to look into the
other local people on the ballot,” Zuckerman said.
So which city should students vote in?
Willis believes that the answer varies for each student.
“The question is, which means the most to them?” Willis said.
“Which one are they most connected to? Which one do they want
to feel more a part of? For students it’s a subjective question and
the registrar should be helping the student make that decision.”
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Madison Fans Continue to Embarrass

CHRISTINE MULQUIN, contributing writer

In the wake of patting our football team on the
back for their admirable comeback against Appalachian State on Saturday, we have forgotten a more
troubling issue. The fan behavior (in the student sections) at the football game was awful.
This has been a problem since the 2005 season,
when JMU began defending its national championship. As can be expected, more students began to attend the games following the magical 2004 season.
However, the tone of the crowd changed from support to entitlement. Everyone has seen an entitled
fanbase at some point in his or her life. It is the reason for the recent, near-universal disdain for Boston
sports (and their fans). JMU fans not only desire
victory, they expect it. If they’re expectations are
not immediately met, they respond with a chorus
of “boos,” which the team must have heard raining
down upon them at several points during the game.
Even more troubling than the fans’ expectations
of the team is the complete lack of class that they
show toward opposing teams. At multiple points in
the game against Appalachian State, the student section erupted in profane chants directed toward the
Mountaineers. For what? For being a good team? The
referees were not spared either, even on blatant JMU
penalties. I don’t understand our students’ complete
lack of respect toward any and all opponents, but as
an alumnus of this university, I find it humiliating. I
would hope that this university’s reputation would
center on its academic excellence, but I fear that if
this continues, James Madison University will be
synonymous with boorish fan behavior.
There is little that the university can do to stop
this behavior — the only ones who can change atmosphere at these football games are the fans themselves. I implore you to not buy into the mob mentality, to join in with profane chants or throwing
objects onto the field. Be gracious in victory, as well
as defeat, and remember that you represent your institution at all times.
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Curved

Between attempting to mask uncontrollable acne
and buying clothes necessary to meet middle school
standards, life is anything but simple for today’s adolescents. Along with these worries, imagine the task of
explaining to a child that she cannot attend her best
friend’s birthday or accept a sleepover invitation on
a Friday night.
These are a few of the everyday battles my
family has had to confront after we discovered
that my sixth grade sister was one of the many
victims of a deforming curvature of the spine,
more commonly known as scoliosis. A word
full of S’s — perfectly mirroring the condition it
characterizes.
Scoliosis, in its simplest terms, occurs when
an individual’s spine is
not straight like most;
it is curvy and will
continue its downward progression as an
individual grows. Walking in for an annual
appointment, Catherine
expected nothing less than
to hear that her body was
in pristine health. Instead,
she was handed a plastic
body brace at the door,
which when strapped onto
her tiny frame for 22 hours
a day, leaving her feeling
frightened and defenseless.
Prior to being diagnosed with this crippling condition, my sister was
physically perfect. She was an athlete who began
each day jumping into a pool for a few hours before
the first period bell; who could think that this
child’s body was anything less than flawless?
Three out of every 1,000 children develop a
form of scoliosis, similar to Catherine’s, that is
severe enough to seek treatment. Growing up, I
was constantly reminded of my poor posture and
naive to the causes of scoliosis. I thought that by
disciplining myself, I could prevent any spinal
injuries. But there are many uncontrollable causes
of scoliosis, including congenital spine deformities,
genetic conditions, neuromuscular problems and
limb length inequality.
There is evidence that children are 20 percent
more likely to inherit scoliosis at some point in their
development if another member of the family has
been diagnosed. However, 80 percent of cases are la-

“

Palin’s Record Warrants Skepticism

Tracie Nelms
senior biology and psychology double major

7

Living with scoliosis is an overlooked struggle

Tom Deary
class of ’04
sports & recreation leadership graduate student ’09

I am writing in response to both Leah Sargent’s
(“Palin Attack Wrong on Several Counts,” Sept. 18)
and Emma Callahan’s (“Palin Not Republican Lifesaver,” Sept. 11) letters regarding Sarah Palin. Sargent says that “McCain chose Palin because she has
a history of reform in government, to the extent of
politically hanging members of her own party, as
evidenced by her running against a corrupt Republican for governor.” True, that is the platform she
adopted while she was running against Murkowski;
however, once she got into office, transparency took
a back seat.
For someone promising reform in government,
it’s awfully weird that she is withholding 1,100 emails that were requested of her, based on “executive privilege.” Sounds like another administration
we know, doesn’t it? Callahan’s statement that Palin
“chose politics over family” is something that all
women should take issue with.
My problem with Sarah Palin is not that she
has a career in politics as well as a family life; my
problem is that she is a radical conservative who has
expressed doubts about the veracity of global warming, opposed abortion even in the case of incest or
rape, favors abstinence-only sex education, slashed
funding for support programs for teen mothers yet
left the town in which she was mayor $20 million in
debt. She appointed a chief of police who said that
victims of sexual assault should pay for their own
rape kit because it puts a burden on taxpayers.
My problem is that she said at the RNC that she
replied “thanks, but no thanks” to the “Bridge to Nowhere,” but she was, in fact, a strident supporter of
it until it became a national disgrace and a prime
example of pork-barrel spending. You don’t call
someone like this a maverick, you call them a flipflopper, defined as someone who changes his or her
opinion not because of new evidence but because
it’s politically expedient. Flip-flopping seems to be
the norm for the McCain campaign of late, on issues
from the economy (from “strong” to a mess) to their
fundamental campaign message (from experience
to change).
Before saying Obama just makes “nice sounding speeches,” read up on both candidates’ plans for
economic and health care reform, for starters. I am
positive that you will find that Obama is far more
substance than style.
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beled idiopathic, meaning there is no known cause according to iscoliosis.com. Doctors have confirmed that scoliosis
is a nonpreventable condition that is not offset through
poor posture or carrying too heavy of a backpack, as many
people speculate.
Battling the physical limitations accompanying this disease is half the struggle. Watching my sister wake up each
morning fearful of what comments awaited her at school
was more painful than any physical discomfort provoked by
her brace.
Society places unnecessary pressures on children and
teens to conform to standards set for physical appearance.
As an athlete and bright young girl, my sister, like many
other children prior to their diagnosis, carried the world on
her shoulders. The minute Catherine’s doctor revealed the
chilling severity of her spinal curvature, she, along with her back,
was now flawed.
When the straps of the brace
are tightened to their capacity
and the plastic chips away at her
skin, Catherine is vulnerable. I
blame society for its vindictiveness
and failure to accept individuals,
regardless of flaws they may come
with. If the community is inclined
to learn about scoliosis early on —
and understand it — then we will
be providing the greatest treatment
available: understanding.
Regardless of the public’s
disapproval toward handicapped
individuals, there are groups helping to educate the uninformed and offer support to those
living with this potentially crippling disease. The National
Scoliosis Foundation (NSF) is a patient-led nonprofit
organization dedicated to helping children, parents, adults,
and healthcare providers to understand the complexities of
spinal deformities since 1976.
Too often, many of us — myself included — take for
granted our health rather than see it as a luxury. Battling an
inhibiting disease such as scoliosis may be one stage in my
sister’s life, but it is something she will live with forever. If
you get the opportunity to meet someone as strong as my
sister who faces an uphill battle with a disease, judge a person by his or her strength rather than your first impressions.
Hidden underneath a sweatshirt may be an excruciating
brace, serving as a life-long reminder of what it feels like to
be alone.

If you get the opportunity to meet someone
as strong as my sister
who faces an uphill
battle with a disease,
judge a person by his or
her strength rather than
your first impressions.

”

CHRISTINE MULQUIN is a junior communications studies
major.

EDITORIAL CARTOON
LAUREN HAGY

DARTS

PATS

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and
printed on a space-available basis. Submissions
creatively depict a given situation, person or
event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.

A “what-would-Shel-Silverstein-think?”
dart.
From a miffed pedestrian who, because the
sidewalk ends, precariously shares the road
with fast moving cars on South Main Street.
A “way-to-keep-the-weekend-going”
pat to the old dude getting arrested on Port
Republic Road at 8:30 Monday night.
From two seniors who secretly cheered you
on as you failed your sobriety tests and got
handcuffed.

A “where-are-your-shoes?” dart (or
maybe a pat) to all the JMU boys who walk
around campus without shoes.
From a junior girl who doesn’t ever remember this happening in past years.

Submit Darts & Pats
on our new Web site

breezejmu.org
A “thanks-for-letting-us-live-vicariously-through-you” pat to the student body for
rushing the field after the JMU win against
App State!
From a group of alumni who wished they
could have been there to show their support
in person but instead cheered loudly from
home.

An “I-love-what-you’ve-done-with-theplace” pat to the entire Madison community.
The campus looks better and better each time
I visit and I can’t wait to see what amazing
stuff we’ll have next!
From a 2005 alumna who misses JMU
more and more every time she visits.
A “this-isn’t-the-White-House” dart to
JMU for putting the Wilson bell tower on
lock down.
From the depressed seniors who finished
all but one...
A “what,-am-I-on-Judge-Judy?” dart to
the students who don’t believe that I am registered to vote in Harrisonburg and continue
to question me with disbelief.
From a proactive and honest student who
does not appreciate your skepticism.

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 300 words, and
guest columns must be no more than 550 words to be considered for publication. The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar
and if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail and must include name, phone number,
major/year if author is a current student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable), and place of residence if author is not a JMU student.
THE BREEZE MSC 6805 G1, ANTHONY-SEEGER HALL HARRISONBURG, VA 22807 BREEZEOPINION@GMAIL.COM 540-568-3846
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I’M VOTING BECAUSE I REFUSE
TO BE A BYSTANDER.
KELLY K.
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Tuning in to
Music Scene
Tips for finding your
place in Harrisonburg

Club >> ‘Time To Expand’

By JESS NOVAK
The Breeze

Let’s face it. Life in the ’Burg can be boring, especially for those of the under-21 variety. The JMU
campus does boast a variety of clubs, activities and
events for students, including week-long celebrations like the presently happening International
Week, movies at Grafton-Stovall Theater, LateNight Breakfasts and a wide range of public speakers and entertainers each semester. But sometimes
the reality of attending college in a rural Virginia
town hits pretty hard.
However, Harrisonburg is a unique rural Virginia town when it comes to the music scene. Besides being home to the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade-bound Marching Royal Dukes, a fantastic
music performance program and one-of-a-kind
music industry program, JMU and the surrounding
community boast one of the most thriving independent music scenes outside of a major city on the
East Coast.
The best part: It’s easy to be a part of it.
Here’s how.

KEEP EYES PEELED FOR EVENTS
PUT ON BY ORGANIZATIONS
NICKI METCALF/The Breeze

Jimdel’s, formerly an all-Hispanic club, is now looking to attract JMU students with a students-only Thursday night special.

By JOE ARVIS
contributing writer

In terms of night spots, Harrisonburg
is currently in a transition. JMU students
are in need of a main attraction in the city.
Jimdel’s a restaurant and lounge, located at
1594 South Main St. is hoping to step into
this role.
Jimdel’s opened three years ago and has
attracted the Hispanic community of Harrisonburg, as many Latinos can be seen at
the lounge on weeknights. However, with
the absence of such night spots as Mainstreet Bar and Grill, which closed, the owner of Jimdel’s, Milton Delgado, felt it was
time to expand.
Delgado wanted Jimdel’s to head in a
new direction, focusing on attracting JMU
students. He approached Rashawn Stovall,
an employee of Monstar Company, a group
that handles the booking of many events
around town. Rashawn then met senior

Brian Williams while taking classes at JMU
this past summer and floated the idea of
getting the Jimdel’s project under way. Williams was more than willing, and brought
in his associate, Peter Zang.
With places shutting down in recent
years or facing financial issues, the bar scene
around Harrisonburg has taking a hit.
“We’re trying to step in and capitalize,”
Williams said.
Originally, Jimdel’s had looked to attract
college students on Wednesday nights, in
competition with Bourbon Street, which is
located right down the road. However, this
venture has been unsuccessful.
“We tried Wednesday nights, but only
about 50 people showed up, at the most,”
Williams said.
Jimdel’s has now moved its college night
—when the club will be open to students
only — to Thursday, and Williams hopes
this will be more lucrative. Anyone with a
college student ID can get in.

“Thursday nights should already have an
established crowd,” Williams said. “Now we
have Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights
to hold events and attract more students.”
Aside from the simple social aspect of
holding events on these nights, Jimdel’s is
looking into booking local bands to occupy
the two stages in the venue.
Jimdel’s wants to be JMU’s club.
“It’s a half a mile away from campus,
so there’s no reason why we should not be
known as the JMU club,” Williams said.
Several fraternities and sororities have
begun booking events at Jimdel’s, and Williams and his associates hope that good
“word of mouth” will spread to all JMU
students.
The opportunity for Jimdel’s to make a
name for itself is evident in the club’s determination to have nights just for college students could end up reaping major benefits.
Williams will be posting upcoming events
on his Web site, collegefridays.com.

‘Sex and the City’ Back on Small
Screen After Four-Year Break
By COLLEEN MCCARRON
The Breeze

Strap on your Minolos and get out your
Prada bags — the “Sex and the City” movie is
finally on DVD. For those who didn’t catch the
film on the big screen, here’s your chance to
watch the movie every Sex and the City fan has
been craving since the series ended in 2004.
The film picks up with the characters’ lives
four years after the finale, with narrator and main
character Carrie Bradshaw (Sarah Jessica Parker)
filling us in on what Samantha (Kim Cattrell),
Miranda (Cynthia Nixon) and Charlotte (Kristin
Davis) have been up to. The girls’ seemingly perfect lives collapse as the story begins to unravel.
Miranda’s marriage crumbles, Samantha debates
her beliefs on commitment, Charlotte faces challenges after becoming pregnant and, the most
heartbreaking of all, Carrie is stood up at her
wedding by longtime-boyfriend Mr. Big.
Unfortunately, a majority of the movie concentrates on their miseries, making it more dramatic than one would expect from the otherwise
comedic HBO series. But as any fan would also
expect, the girls’ close friendship and reliance on
each other help them through their tough times
— along with a few rounds of Cosmos.

out &
about
town

What’s happenin’
around the ’Burg

The actresses’ chemistry is undeniably unshaken from the last time we saw them. The
script, while sappy at times, still preserves the
characters’ witty dialogue we all have came to
know and love. The addition of 20-something
Louise (Jennifer Hudson) as Carrie’s assistant
puts a fresh spin on the predictable storyline,
breathing youth and faith in love into Carrie’s
unruly life. As a whole, the movie play out like
a string of five episodes. What’s a Sex and the
City fan not to love?
The movie contains a separate DVD of special features, but it is nothing to get overly excited about. The DVD contains only a few additional scenes, but this feature will still have
any hardcore fan salivating as it generates more
scenes to ogle over, as will the feature focusing
on “Fabulous Fashion,” shadowing costume director Patricia Field and her motives for costume
selections. It fits the backdrop of the characters’
high-profile styles in the film beautifully.
The conversation segment between Sarah
Jessica Parker and director Michael Patrick
King reviews the movie and characters and they
practically praise each other on how they made
the movie a success. A majority of the conversation centers on fashion and shoes, one aspect
of Parker’s character that has been exhausted. It

TODAY:
Guest Artist and Lecturer
WHO: Matthew Friday, assistant professor of
art at the University of Ohio
WHAT: A lecture about Friday’s work, which
is concerned with themes of history and the
problem of meaning in our complex visual
environment
WHERE: Miller Hall
WHEN: 5:30 p.m.
PRICE: Free

rehashes everything discussed in the “Fabulous
Fashion” feature as well as the commentary by
King (on the main disc), making it completely
unnecessary. And the “Fergie in the Studio” feature isn’t even worth mentioning. The movie
itself will more than please “Sex and the City”
fanatics, but the extras are hardly satisfying.

FRIDAY:
Convo Concert
WHO: Boys Like Girls
WHAT: JMU’s big concert of
the fall semester
WHERE: Convocation
Center
WHEN: 8 p.m.
PRICE: $21

JMU is home to many music-oriented groups,
ensembles and clubs. Besides performances put on
by the JMU School of Music, events are constantly
hosted by the student-run radio station WXJM 88.7
FM, University Program Board and student-based
companies like Bangorang Productions and Blame
it on the Train Productions. Two shows are going
to be hosted by WXJM this week: Boys Like Girls
will be rocking the Convocation Center tomorrow
night, thanks to the UPB and the annual and evergrowing Spaghettifest begins tomorrow at noon and
will continue through 5 p.m. Sunday evening.
For those of the JMU community particular to
a certain style or genre of music, special attention is
paid by the Big Events committee of WXJM. As explained by committee member, JMU senior Rachel
Sarah Blanton, “My goal is to have a show of each
genre, each semester,” she said. “I try to put certain
bands together that I think complement each other
and try to get a good variety throughout the year.”
Some of the latest bands brought to students by
WXJM include Dame Satan, Wild Animal Party,
Vampire Hands, Corsair, The Brooms, The Points
and Nervous Habits.

GET INVOLVED

Even without being a music major, there are
plenty of ways to get involved with music organizations in a variety of capacities.
“Working with the UPB is a great experience
for me,” Blanton said. “I know I want to work in
the industry, hopefully as a tour manager for a few
years first and then I’ll pick a city I like and become
a concert promoter there.”
Within the UPB, students can join a variety of
branches including 80 One Records, Film, Center
Stage, Arts and Culture and Special Events, and each
offer exciting hands-on experience working with
professionals who are active in the industry.
The JMU student-run radio station, WXJM, is
another easy organization to join, offering students
the chance to host their own music or talk show on
a legitimate FM radio station, widely listened to in
Harrisonburg and Rockingham County.
Blanton not only works for the station planning
events, but also hosts her own radio show from 4
p.m. to 6 p.m. on Mondays called “Hand Claps and
things that rhyme with claps,” she explained. “This
week the show was ‘Hand Claps and Boston Maps’
because I went to Boston this weekend to see Sigur
Ros, but it changes every week.”
Senior Greg DiVittorio also works at the station
and hosts two weekly shows: a talk show with fellow senior Jimmy Oliverie on Wednesdays from 8
to 9 p.m. and a freeform show Sundays from 2 to 4
p.m.
“On the talk show, we discuss current events
really light-heartedly with a lot of jokes,” DiVittorio
said. “On the freeform, show I just play what I like
and try not to talk too much because I think it’s
more about the music.”
DiVittorio is also part of a student-formed concert
production company, Bangorang Productions, which
began in the spring of 2008. The company started
as part of the JMU music industry course Concert
Production and Promotion taught by Professor
Mickey Glago. Glago is a JMU alumnus, coordinator
and founder of Spaghettifest, and member of local
funk group Midnight Spaghetti and the Chocolate
See SCENE, page 10

SUNDAY:
School of Music Concert
WHO: JMU Wind
Symphony
WHAT: Performance under the
direction of Steven Bolstad
WHERE: Wilson Hall Auditorium
WHEN: 3 p.m.
PRICE: $8 with JAC Card
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SCENE: Local Bands Appreciate Student Support
Scene, from page 9

G-Strings. Bangorang works to bring music to
the Harrisonburg and the JMU community,
organizing between bands, venues and potential audiences.
“It’s a lot of running around printing and
posting fliers, telling people about shows, getting
people to host shows and asking people to play
shows,” DiVittorio said. “It takes forever to set
shows up and it’s really stressful, but I really enjoy
it. The shows themselves are really rewarding,
despite the stress.”

SUPPORT LOCAL MUSIC

“We all have a limited income,” DiVittorio said,
“so when a show is $5 and a kid could go to an apartment and hang out for free, it’s tough sometimes.
But if I can help make a band big and expose kids to
bands that are just getting started and really trying to
do something, then all the stress is absolutely worth
it.”
Harrisonburg has been home to an impressive array of bands and artists, which have and
still continue to successfully perform locally
and abroad, including Murphy’s Kids, Midnight

Spaghetti and Ryan Villanueva, who recently
returned from touring the Philippines.
“The music scene is incredible for the size of
the town,” explained Murphy’s Kids guitarist Reid
Attaway. “There’s a great music school and a huge
student body that has to get tired of playing beer
pong sometimes.”
Though Attaway was a sociology major, his
music industry minor helped prepare him to
work as a booking agent for Murphy’s Kids and
his connection to the Harrisonburg music scene
eventually defined the rest of his activities.

“I got involved with music here by booking for
Murphy’s Kids and going to shows,” said Attaway.
“The band is the hub around which most of my social,
cultural and economic relationships are the spokes.”
However, DiVittorio vented some frustrations.
“The talent is here, but there is an apathy towards live
music,” he said. “That’s why when people come to
shows I am so excited and appreciative. When bands
say it means the world for people to hear them, they
mean it and as a promoter I feel the same way.”
Harrisonburg may be a small town nestled in the
Shenandoah Valley, but it certainly isn’t a quiet one.
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Deadline:
TODAY!

Serving James Madison University Since 1922

(540) 568 - 6127 (phone)
(540) 568 - 7889 (fax)
the_breeze @ jmu.edu (email)

Over 50 varieties of pumpkins & gourds

New this year - Pedal Car Racing for all ages

All Your Fall Decoration Needs!
www.LohrsFarm.com
10 miles North of Harrisonburg
on Rt 11
Near I-81 Exit # 257
(Mauzy/Broadway)

Hours: Sat: 9-6 Sun: 1-6

HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
FOR LARGE STUDENT ORGANIZATION

4 Apartments and Adjoining House .
Can accommodate 20 Students.
-Plenty of Parking
-Large Common Room with Fireplace
-Near Campus

540.435.1752

540.487.4057

Over 17,000 students and
their families
looking for places to go
and things to do.
Advertise Now.

SPORTS

Editor: Matthew McGovern
Assistant Editor: Wes Shaw
breezesports@gmail.com
(540) 568-6709

Go to thebreeze.org for the fourth installment
of Tim O’Keefe’s fantasy football analysis, which
includes a list of who to start, who to sit, and
past projections.
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>> Football

Charting Remarkable Success
Dukes are No.1, but
Maine could be spoiler
in second CAA game
By MATTHEW McGOVERN
The Breeze

After beating three-time defending national champion Appalachian State and vaulting to No. 1 in the national rankings, a charter
flight will usher in the JMU football team’s latest challenge.
The Dukes (3-1 overall, 1-0 in the Colonial Athletic Association) will travel to Maine
for their second conference game, one that has
potential letdown written all over it.
But critical fourth-quarter touchdown
drives against Massachusetts and App State
have reminded JMU coach Mickey Matthews

of his national championship team that won
24-20 at Maine in 2004 — thanks to a Justin
Rascati touchdown pass with 48 seconds left.
“The last two games we’ve gone on long,
fourth-quarter drives,” Matthews said. “That’s

“

...we’ve gone on long,
fourth-quarter drives.
That’s the mark of a
championship team.

— MICKEY MATTHEWS

”

JMU football coach

the mark of a championship team.”
Football Championship Subdivision (formerly Division I-AA) coaches agree, as they

voted JMU No. 1 in the most recent FCS
Coaches Poll. Appalachian State fell to No. 4
after Saturday’s upset.
With the cachet of a No. 1 ranking keeping
pressure on JMU, the Dukes will try to avoid
undoing their stellar September efforts with an
upset loss to Maine. The Black Bears (2-2, 0-1)
are coming off a 44-17 loss at No. 2 Richmond,
but Matthews emphasized the effects of travel in
conference games since he’s been at Madison.
“The field’s a hundred yards long and we
do play by the same rules, but I think traditionally if you look, the northern teams have
struggled when they come south in the times
I’ve been in this league,” Matthews said. “And I
think the southern teams really struggle when
they go north.”
In fact, the Dukes are 1-3 in games at
Maine since Matthews began coaching at JMU
in 1999. In Saturday’s matchup, JMU senior
quarterback Rodney Landers’ passing will be
See FOOTBALL, page 13

HOLLY FOURNIER/contributing photographer

Scotty McGee was named The Sports Network national
special teams player of the week after his 99-yard kickoff
return for a touchdown against Appalachian State.

Keeper
‘Back in
Saddle’

>> Women’s soccer

Goalkeeper Diane Wszalek showed why she was
renamed JMU’s starter for the 2008 season, posting
a 1-0 shutout over No. 17 Penn State last Thursday
in front of a record crowd of 1,849 and a national
TV audience.

Sophomore returning
from ACL, meniscus tears
By WES SHAW
The Breeze

With her team up just 1-0 a season ago and Virginia Tech threatening, Diane Wszalek had to make a play.
Hokies forward Marika Gray gained control of the ball inside
the JMU box, a shade to the right of Madison’s goalkeeper. Wszalek’s
first instinct was to stop the freshman by sticking a leg in front of the
ball. The plan succeeded, and Wsalek prevented Gray from scoring
the game’s tying goal.
But in just the second match of the 2007 regular season, it was
the last action Wszalek would see all year.
She tore the anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) and meniscus in
her right knee when Gray fell on her leg. At that point, Wszalek was
fresh off a 2006 season in which she started 12 games and posted
four shutouts as a true freshman.
The West Chester, Pa., native earned a date with an orthopedic
surgeon and was forced to watch her team complete the most successful season in school history from the sidelines.
“It was pretty hard,” Wszalek said. “It’s hard to sit and watch your
team play, but as long as my team was doing well, that’s all I wanted.”
Coach Dave Lombardo said that the redshirt sophomore did
whatever she could to help her team win while injured in 2007.
“She was a cheerleader,” he said. “She was there for the team and
she knew she couldn’t do anything about the situation other than get
on board with what we were doing. She handled it very gracefully.”
See KEEPER, page 13

SARA DOLINGER/contributing photographer

BRIEFS

Men’s soccer, field hockey and volleyball make CAA debuts
STAFF REPORTS

CAROLINE DAVIS/The Breeze

JMU junior midfielder Joel Senior had a goal and an
assist against Bryant on Sunday, a 5-0 win for Madison.

>> Men’s soccer

>> Field hockey

>> Volleyball

Men’s soccer begins its conference schedule Saturday with a 3-2-2 record, having just
completed its most complete and dominating
match of 2008.
On Sunday, JMU defeated Bryant 5-0
behind goals from five different Dukes. Senior midfielder Nick Zimmerman extended
his team leads in goals against the Bulldogs,
notching his fourth of the season.
Junior midfielder Joel Senior also added a
goal and an assist for the Dukes, his first in
each category this season.
Madison will travel to Boston this weekend to take on its first CAA opponent, Northeastern. The Huskies have an almost identical
record to the Dukes this season at 2-2-3, including two scoreless ties.

After sweeping a difficult road trip this past
weekend, the Dukes enter conference play Friday at Delaware, owners of a 6-1 record.
JMU beat Richmond 3-2 on Friday and
edged American 1-0 Sunday.
The Dukes are winners of four straight
games, and despite defeating No. 8 UVA and
No. 14 American, JMU remains ranked No. 7
in the nation.
The Dukes boast the last two CAA players
of the week, as junior goalie Kelsey Cutchins
earned the honors on Sept. 15 and senior forward Melissa Stefaniak did last week.
Madison will begin its CAA slate against the
6-1 Blue Hens before facing Towson on Sunday.
The Dukes return home Oct. 3 and 5, hosting
Drexel and Hofstra next weekend.

JMU has suffered this season without
Allyson Halls and Jena Pierson, both of
whom were lost to graduation last spring.
The Dukes are 6-10 entering their conference opener at George Mason on Friday. They
have won two of their past three matches,
most recently defeating UMBC on Tuesday.
JMU’s early season schedule, however,
has been far from light. The Dukes have faced
some of the nation’s top programs in Berkeley, South Florida and Brown.
Senior Michelle Johnson and sopohomore Lindsay Callahan have led Madison
thus far in 2008.
Callahan leads the Dukes with 195 kills,
while Johnson is second with 161 and a teamleading .286 hitting percentage.
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‘Picks Of The Week’ matches the predictions of 5 Breeze
Editors and 1 guest in 6 college and 6 pro games every
weekend. Guests from outside the staff are encouraged
to E-Mail us at Breezesports@gmail.com to get your
picks in The Breeze amd test your abilities against ours.

FOOTBALL: JMU’s First
Game as No. 1 since 2005
Football, from page 11

quarterback Rodney Landers’ passing will
be key. Even though the Black Bears gave
up 44 points to Richmond on Saturday,
they only gave up 161 rushing yards — a
relatively low amount considering Richmond’s point total.
Landers only attempted six passes in
this season’s first conference game against
UMass and will almost certainly be forced
to go to the air more against Maine. The
Black Bears’ defensive line is anchored by
CAA preseason defensive player of the
year Jovan Belcher, a 6-foot-2, 228-pound
defensive end.
JMU’s signal-caller appears ready for
the challenge. After a rough start against
App State, Landers recovered to score two
rushing touchdowns, pass for another
and eventually lead a scoring drive that
drained 5:50 of the fourth quarter — extending Madison’s lead to 35-24 with 2:31
remaining.

Landers attributed JMU’s clutch play
in the last two weeks to experience gained
in tough losses to Richmond, Delaware,
and App State last year. JMU lost those
games by a combined five points.
“We’ve matured over the year,” Landers said. “Last year we had a couple games
where we needed a big drive, we couldn’t
punch it in and we had to settle for a field
goal, or even worse we lost it on a turnover or a loss on downs. I think that just
shows our maturity and that only shows
that our team is that much better than last
year.”
The Dukes should be closer to full
strength at tailback this week, as senior Eugene Holloman continues to recover from
a bruised thigh. Matthews estimated that
Holloman was at 80 percent in his return
against App State, while JMU sophomore
tailback Jamal Sullivan is also expected to
get involved at Maine after being withheld
from the last contest.

KEEPER: After Tearing ACL & Meniscus, Wszalek Back in Goal for JMU
Keeper, from page 11

Lombardo originally recruited
Wszalek as his starting goalkeeper of
the future, hoping she would replace
2006 graduate Jess Hussey. Hussey
holds virtually every major school goalkeeping record at JMU, including saves,
370, and shutouts, 21.
During Hussey’s senior year, Wszalek was courted by the Dukes.
“Diane was recruited here with that
intention in mind,” JMU’s 19th-year
coach said. “But you just never know.”
Fully recovered from her injury,
Wszalek was not guaranteed to have
her job back entering 2008. Impressive
showings from replacements Missy Reimert and Stephanie Poucher last season made for a difficult, but envious,
decision for Lombardo.
He said having three keepers capable

of playing at a Division I level created a
sort of “Quarterback controversy” on
his team.
This preseason, however, Wszalek
proved why she started 12 games as a
freshman and began last year as the
Dukes’ starting goalkeeper, winning the
spot once again.
“We never decide that until after
preseason,” Lombardo said. “In our
program there are no guarantees.”
Wszalek trained in Harrisonburg
all summer, staying back to ensure she
would be ready for this season by getting her fitness and strength levels up to
where they were before surgery.
“You do what you have to do to get
back in the saddle as quickly as you
can,” Lombardo said. “She trained really
hard last spring to rehab.”
The Dukes currently sit at 4-2-2.

Wszalek posted her first shutout of the
season last Thursday against Penn State,
in very opportune timing.
The Dukes lost 2-1 to Richmond in
their season opener and 4-0 to Colorado on Sept. 7, Wszalek’s only hiccups in
goal in 2008.
Against the Buffaloes, Wszalek was
forced to deal with two penalty kicks in
the first 18 minutes of the match.
“It was frustrating,” Wszalek said.
“Getting scored on on two PKs as a
keeper just messes with you. I think after I talked with the coaches it just got
me fired up to play better.”
In Wszalek’s 2007 absence, JMU had
two goalkeepers step up big.
Then-sophomore Missy Reimert
started the next 10 games after Wszalek went down. She led the Dukes to an
8-1-1 record, filling in as well as anyone

could have hoped.
Then, at practice Oct. 9, she too went
down with a season-ending injury.
With Wszalek and Reimert both
out for the year, then-redshirt freshman
Stephanie Poucher was called on to start
for the Dukes in goal for the remainder
of ’07.
Poucher entered the JMU women’s
soccer program with little expectations,
a projected backup for Wszalek and Reimert not expected to see much playing
time.
The West Springfield native was as
crucial to the success of last year’s Dukes
as anyone on the roster, despite being a
very unlikely hero.
Her first start came Oct. 12 against
perennial CAA powerhouse William
& Mary. She shutout the Tribe and the
Dukes won 1-0.

JAMES MCHONE JEWELRY

Welcom Back Students
Hope you had a
great summer!

Is Giving Away $100 CASH!!!

September Specials
Brazilian Wax
Bikini Wax
10 Tan Sessions
1 Hour Massage
Full Foil

James McHone Jewelry will be giving away $100 Cash
to one person wearing any James McHone T-Shirt.
TODAY, September 25th at 1:50 p.m.
In Front of Wilson Hall AGAIN!
Still do not have your FREE T-Shirt? Visit us Downtown
75 Court Square next to Bank of America and www.mchonejewelry.com

“Poucher’s story was absolutely
amazing,” Lombardo said. “When she
came here there were no expectations
from her or from us. And then, all of the
sudden you go through two goalkeepers
and you’re pressed into service, and oh,
by the way, your opening collegiate start
is against William & Mary. She never
missed a beat.”
Poucher went 7-4 in the final 11
games of the 2007 season, leading
the Dukes to the second round of the
NCAA tournament and posting four
shutouts.
Wszalek returned this season as the
starter, but the efforts of Reimert, and
more specifically, Poucher, in 2007 did
not go unnoticed by the Dukes.
“She did amazing,” Wszalek said.
“She stepped in and really filled her
role.”

432-5544
2040 Deyerle Ave.
Harrisonburg VA 22801
Across from Gold’s Gym

$5 off
$25
$15
$10 off
$10 off

Mention this ad to receive discounts.
Specials good thru 9/30

JAMES MCHONE JEWELRY
14K White Gold 1.33Cts Diamond Ring
Oval Cut Center 1.00cts SI2 H

This Week $3200
*All of our diamonds are graded by an on staff GIA Diamond Graduate
Visit us at 75 S. Court Square Harrisonburg or www.mchonejewelry.com

COME TO JIFFY LUBE FOR
YOUR NEXT OIL CHANGE.

$5 OFF

Jiffy Lube Signature Service® Oil Change
(with JAC card)
Bring in this coupon and get $5.00 off your next oil change at you nearest participating Jiffy Lube.
Come in every 3,000 miles for a Jiffy Lbe Signature Service® Oil Change.
*This coupon is only redeemable at the Jiffy lube at 1870 East market St. Harrisonburg, VA

Jiffy Lube Signature Service® Oil Change
- No Appointment necessary.
- Free top off on your way home*
- National database keeps a
history of your Jiffy Lube services.

$34.99
- $5.00
$29.99 (with JAC card)
Not valid with other offers. Jiffy Lube Sinature Service®
are registered trademarks of Jiffy Lube International, Inc.
© 2004 All Rights reserved.

1870 East Market Street
across form Valley Mall

Harrisonburg, VA 22801
(540) 433-8599
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Fill in the grid so that each row, column and 3 x 3 block contains 1-9 exactly.

321 Pheasant Run Circle
540.801.0660
www.pheasantrun.net

Photo Courtesy of Apartment Finders Guide

Kick Off to Leasing
Open House
Please join us on
Saturday, October 4th
for a delicious catered brunch
from 9am until 5 pm

Office open until 5pm

CLASSIFIEDS
www.breezejmu.org

How to Place an Ad

Visit: www.thebreeze.org/classifieds

5 Easy Steps!
Step 1: Select Log In from the menu.
Step 2: Register as a new user.
Step 3: Once Logged in, select

Step 4: Fill in the online form.
Step 5: Select “Click Here to Submit
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Payment Options:
Major Credit Cards: MasterCard,
Visa, Discover, American Express
Cash
Check

Your Ad” for payment and review

Deadlines:
Monday Issue: Friday 12PM
Thursday Issue: Tuesday 5PM

“Place New Ad” from menu.

Online: All classified ads are also placed on The Breeze website at no additional cost.
SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED: Make
$5 - $25 per survey. Do it in your spare
time. www. GetPaidToThink.com

2 BEDROOM HOUSE Great location,
next to campus, new kitchen with all
appliances, full-size W/ D, no pets,
$810 (540) 433-1569
2 SMALL BEDROOMS, available
august 1st, no pets, 828-0464

FURNITURE Glass Table with 4
white/black chairs $100
L-shaped couch with black leather
skirting and tan top. Matching ottoman
and rug. $800 Quen size bed frame
and box and matt ress$150 Everything
Brand New (540) 478-3110
PUMPKINS, GOURDS, Straw, Indian
Corn and more. Rt 33 east 2.5 miles
from the Valley Mall Follow the Signs
Daylight to Dark Hours (540) 8202980 Cheap Prices

!BARTENDING! $250/Day Potential.
No Experience Necessary. Training
Available. (800)965-6520 XT212
JIGGERSBARTENDINGSCHOOL.
COM HIRING INSTRUCTORS &
SALES REPS, CLASSES STARTING
SOON (540) 560-7971
LOOKING FOR BABY SITTER I
am looking for a baby sitter two days
a week in my home minutes from
campus. Two children. References
Please. Thanks Courtney Crummett.
(540) 820-0835

HANDY MAN Family business
is seeking a Part Time/ Full Time
maintenance person with experience in
painting and general handy man duties.
Driver’s License a Must (540) 4331833

SPRING BREAK 09
Discounts
Free Travel
Free Meals
www.sunsplashtours.com
1800-426-7710

COOK Rockingham Memorial Hospital
is seeking a full-time cook. Three years
cooking/baking experience required.
Position is 40hrs/wk 11:30 AM to 8 PM
and every other weekend. Qualiﬁcations:
High school graduate or equivalent with
culinary training preferred. HACCP
certiﬁcate preferred. Apply: Complete
employment application at RMHOnline.
com. RMH is an equal opportunity
employer. (540) 433-4106

SPRING BREAK 2009. Sell Trips,
Earn Cash and Go Free. Call for Group
Discounts. Best Prices Guaranteed! Best
Parties! Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco,
Bahamas, S. Padre, Florida. Information/
Reservations 1-800-648-4849 or www.
ststravel.com

GYMNASTICS
INSTRUCTORS
NEEDED
for
Mondays
from
approximately 2:30 - 7:00 p.m. Contact
Harrisonburg Parks & Recreation at
433-9168 for more information.

STUDENT CITY SPRING BREAK
TRIP My name is Andy Kiepe and
I am a student here at JMU. I am
setting up trips for Spring Break with
STUDENTCITY. COM and am trying
to ﬁnd people who want to go on
vacation. If you, your friends, or your
organization are going on Spring Break
please go to: http:// www.studentcity.
com/?RRC=7039012259 to ﬁnd out
more information about experiencing
the best 7 days of your life! (703) 9012259

October

The

theme page is coming....

Don’t be a ghoul....

reserve your place in the October Theme Page

HOMECOMING TICKETS WANTED
I am in need of 2 or 4 football tickets
for the Homecoming Game (540) 2981957

VETERINARY CARE Welcome back
students and faculty! Our veterinary
team is ready to help your pets through
their new transition. Full service small
animal care and emergencies. Visit us at
our Website. Massanutten Animal Clinic
(540) 434-2364
SHEN DAO CLINIC, LLC
Specializing in Acupuncture, TuiNa
Massage, Chinese Herbs, Qi Gong,
CranioSacral Therapy, and Chinese
Martial Arts. Student discounts
available. Call for an appointment today.
(540) 421-5671

The Breeze is Hiring!

joblink.jmu.edu

JIU-JITSU Over 32 years experience!
www.harrisonburgdojo.com Jiu-Jitsu,
Judo, Aikido and Karate-jitsu as a full
system. Very unique! (540) 433-7300

Questions? Call 568-6127

@

Guide to Worship

Make your reservation by Monday October 13
for your 5.5”x 3.5” ad

FREE spot
orange.
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